THE 2010 COMMANDANT’S
AVIATION AWARD

O escnied by THE MARINE CORPS AVIATION ASSOCIATION fo

6Stablished to Recognize the VMU'2
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q R . £ : Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 2
o e o = made outstanding contributions to Marine
Superior Ove;rall U Corps aviation from 1 January to 31
by € Wi S cioi December 2009. The Marines of VMU-2
performed in an exemplary and highly
professional manner while deployed to both
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan. VMU-2 deployed
the Scan Eagle unmanned aerial system in
support of coalition combat operations across
western and northern Iraq. The squadron
relocated its detachments into the ground
combat operations centers to increase
synergy and improve integration with the
ground scheme of maneuver. The squadron
deployed both Scan Eagle and Shadow
unmanned aircraft systems to Afghanistan and
provided effective intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance support to NATO-ISAF
combat forces across southern Afghanistan.
VMU-2 significantly improved and increased
support to ground combat operations in
both theaters of war while sustaining a
challenging operational tempo. The Night
Owls” command and control innovations
and perseverance contributed to the storied
reputation of the Marine Air Ground Task
Force, reflected great credit upon the
Marines of VMU-2, and were in keeping
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