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Marine Wing Support Squadron-273
made outstanding contributions
to Marine Corps aviation from
1 May 2008 to 30 April 2009.
The Sweathogs of MWSS-273
distinguished themselves in combat
operations by effectively integrating
air and ground combat power during
Operation Iraqi Freedom. During
two pre-deployment exercises, the
Sweathogs completed valuable
training that enabled them to
accomplish their mission in Iraq.
Once in Iraq, the Sweathogs became
the largest support squadron to serve
there and provided expeditionary
aviation support across a 70,000
square mile Multi-National Force
West area of operations. They
supported the Al Anbar Border
Initiative and then led MNF-W for
Operation Defeat Al Qaida in the
North Il. The squadron improved
the safety of flight operations across
Iraq by constructing 500,000 square
feet of helicopter landing zones
and safely distributing 13 million
gallons of fuel to 14,000 aircraft.
The squadron also traveled more
than 300,000 accident-free miles on
combat convoys and accumulated
16,000 engineer equipment hours
without incident. The Sweathogs’
noteworthy accomplishments and
total dedication to duty reflected
great credit upon them and were in
keeping with the highest traditions of
Marine Corps aviation.
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