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6stablished in Honor of CAPTAIN
Colonel Robert F. Gibson who Pioneered CHRISTOPHER M. NELSON

the Concept of Integrated Air Control
Group Detachments Supporting
Marine Aviation Around the Globe.
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gn Recognition of
The Most Outstanding Contribution
to Marine Aviation by an Officer
Serving in a Marine Command
and Control Unit.
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2008 Capt Amanda Donnelly
2007 IstLt Andrea L. Goeman
2006 Capt D. A. Funkhouser
2005 Capt K. M. Karcher

2004 Maj Lorna M. Mahlock
2003 Maj Christopher S. Richie
2002 Maj K. A. Knarr

2001 CWO James M. Graham II
2000 Capt Matthew Culbertson
1999 Major John C. Reimer
1998 Major Jeffery S. Carusone
1997 Capt Blaise R. Strandquist
1996 Capt Michael C. Bogna
1995 Capt Rodney D. Burnett
1994 Maj William L. Clemente
1993 Capt Robert S. Crosetto
1992 Capt Paul D. McGraw
1991 Capt Mark R. Cyr

1990 Capt Mark R. Cyr

1989 Capt Dale L. Kratzer
1988 Capt Chad W. Hocking
1987 Capt Francis W. Chesney
1986 Capt Kelvin K. Womack
1985 Capt Randolph L. Hill
1984 Maj William L. Groves
1983 Capt Richard J. Martin Jr.
1982 Maj Jimmie T. Turner
1981 Maj Timothy J. Balch
1980 MSgt Bobbie D. Hodges
1979 1stLt Timoth J. Kirk
1978 Capt William W. Smith
1977 Capt Paul F. Cibuzar
1976 GySgt W. E. Grogan
1975 Maj Mitchell Steinberg
1974 Maj James W. Bierman
1973 CWO04 Robert D. Favreau
1972 1stSgt Frederico Verceles
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Captain Christopher M. Nelson
demonstrated outstanding
meritorious service as 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit Air Support
Element Officer in Charge, Direct
Air Support Center Company
Commander, and Marine Air
Support Squadron 2 Detachment
Officer in Charge for Marines in
support of Operation Enduring
Freedom Regional Command South
under the International Security
Assistance Force in Afghanistan,
MASS-2, Marine Air Control Group
18, 1st Marine Air Wing, from 1
May 2008 to 30 April 2009. Capt
Nelson directly managed and
de-conflicted 1,111 air missions
involving 1,881 manned and
unmanned aircraft in support of
749 joint tactical air requests.
His unmatched professional skill,
leadership and ceaseless efforts
toward support and execution
of the mission contributed
immeasurably to the effectiveness
and success of the Marine aviation
command and control system.
His actions have established
him as a highly competent and
dependable leader. Capt Nelson’s
sustained superior performance,
exceptional professionalism and
tireless devotion to duty reflected
great credit upon him and were in
keeping with the highest traditions
of the Marine Corps and the
United States Naval Service.
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